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#FutureMuseum Formative Assessment

You will receive formative assessment
in the form of discussion and feedback
throughout the project. You are also

ﬂReaI. mu‘?eums are p’ac.es Wh ere ﬂﬁ?ﬁ;md a formative feedback
time is transformed into space”

— Orhan Pamuk, 2009

The brief

Utilising your selected collection of objects from the Science Museum, explore imaginative ways
to bring the objects to life and tell their stories tailored for a specific audience. Through innovative
communication methods, you need to engage a specific audience into an immersive experience,
bringing the significance of these artifacts to life in a memorable and impactful way.

Part 1. Preparatory research
Choose a group of objects from the content links. Explore the objects in lots of detail: What was
the function? What materials? What narratives do they tell?

The whole collection is available at https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk

There 200,000+ objects with images: )
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/search/images 2

And 3D scans:
https://sketchfab.com/sciencemuseum




Amulets during World War |

For this project, | chose six amulets that were used around the time of WWI, for different purposes. These objects would
normally be looked at for a few seconds before people move on to something more eye-catching, which is why | wanted to
make it more engaging.

Since the Science Museum is visited by a lot of children, | made them the primary focus of this exhibit, and created a short
‘Create Your Own Story’ exercise beside the amulets, which can then be printed out and taken home as a souvenir.



The Objects

1. Woollen doll amulet
2. Shamrock amulet

3. Amulet, hand of King Edward

4. Shell fragment used as an amulet

5. Amulet brooch in the shape of a black cat

6. Bronchitis amulet




Amdets BB Potential Museum Display

People all over the world have carried amulets
forgood luck and protection. Here are some |
examples from the Science Museum's collection.

Image generated by Sora.

Prompt: Generate an image of 6 amulets on
display at the Science Museum in London: one
orange woollen doll, one black cat, one hand,
one shell fragment, one beaded necklace and
0
d

ne silver shamrock. It should be in a glass
Isplay case, and beside the display, have
screens (iPads) low enough for children to use
to play a game on them.

Variation 1




\Mmulets

People throughout history have believed
objects like these hold power to protect
them and bring good luck.

Amulets

People have-carried amulets

for thousands of years.
Theseismall ebjects are thought
to have protective, magical or
lucky brewers.

Is there an amulet that is
special to you?

MATCH!

Variation 3 ’




Gift Shop

Amulets Amulets

SCIENCE MUSEUM, LONDON

Replicas of the
amulets would be sold
at the gift shop,
available for anyone
who beleived they
needed a little extra
luck.

Images generated by Sora.

Prompt: Using these artefacts, generate an
image of replicas that could be sold at the gift
shop of the Science Museum




The Game

Star Choose Select
¥
A Special Gift The Long Journey A Brave Moment Home Again
miCh nmulet Will You piched..l Tommy and his new friend (the dolll} reds on

Tammy was a young saldier getting ready to trains, crossed the sea, and marched through One fogoy morning, the soldiers had to cross a After the war, Tommy returned home, The dall

L ?ou pi’ch? leave home for a big war far away. Hia little sister. muddy felds, The doll was always with him, field. Tommy was nervous, but he touched the doll had stayed with him through every adventure.

mu e s - Lily, gave him & tiny woollen doll tucked safely inzids his jacket. and remembered Lily's smile. Years later, he gave the dall to a kind man named
“It's for luck!” she sald, hugging him tight, One day, his friend Joe looked worried, Just then, he saw scmething ehiny in the grass— Mr. Lovett, wha cellected lucky charme for a
Tommy smiled and tucked the doll into his “I fergot my lucky colnl” it was a tiny locket! Somecne must have dropped it. museum so their stories eould live on,
pocket, “She'll protect me,” he whispered, Tommy reached inte his pockst and showed the

Peopla everywhere like to carry lucky charms
to help keep them safe and healthy.

doll, “Want ta barrow some Juck?”

What's
their
story?

During the First World War (1814-1918), many
soldiers believed that a little bit of luck could
make a big difference, So, they carried tiny
objects that made them feel braver and safer
as lucky charms with them,

One soldier from London earried this little
woolen dell as his special good-luck charm.

The dell ended up in & museum collection in
1930, It was bought from a man named
Edward Lowett, who loved collecting all kinds.
of charms and learning about old medical

ideas.
What should Tommy nams the doll? What should Tommy do next?

What should Tommy da? What should Tommy say a5 he hands cver the doll?

Before we print The Woolen Amulet

A story by

Enter your name

Type here

Hoovay!
Your stovy is s | | e
complete!
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Walkthrough and audio

Amulets: Watch the video and listen to the
start of the story here
What's

their

stovy?



https://sotonac-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/rmds1u24_soton_ac_uk/Documents/Sem2%20Files?csf=1&web=1&e=YJdHqb
https://sotonac-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/personal/rmds1u24_soton_ac_uk/Documents/Sem2%20Files?csf=1&web=1&e=YJdHqb

Prompt Questions from Brief

Q1) How might museums surface the lesser-known aspects of their collections?
This could be done by creating a short playable game near the artefact/exhibit. The game would give you additional
information from what was previously presented physically. At the end, it could also direct the user to view more by adding a

“what else do we have in our collection?” button where they would view more by category, as not everyone is aware that their
entire collection is available online.

Q2) How might audiences be encouraged to share collections?

By organising eye-catching displays, but moreso, by creating displays that are social media-friendly. Social media has become
the easiest way for people to share their thoughts and opinions with a larger number of people quickly.

Having activities or different kind of exhibits would also allow audiences to share what they see. For example, making an
exhibition tactile, or creating souvenir versions of artefacts that could be sold at the gift shop.



ldeation







References

o Efram Sera-Shriar, E. (2023) The magical amulets of Edward Lovett. [Online] Available at: https://www.eframserashriar.com/post/the-magical-amulets-of-edward-
lovett [Accessed 23 April 2025].

e MuseumNext (n.d.) Why do stories matter to museums and how can museums become better storytellers? [Online] Available at:
https://www.museumnext.com/article/why-do-stories-matter-to-museums-and-how-can-museums-become-better-storytellers/ [Accessed 2 May 2025].

e MuseumNext (n.d.) Why we need museums now more than ever. [Online] Available at: https://www.museumnext.com/article/why-we-need-museums-now-more-
than-ever/ [Accessed 2 May 2025].

e Science Museum Group. Amulet brooch in the shape of a black cat. A79871. Science Museum Group Collection Online. [Online] Available at:
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103761/amulet-brooch-in-the-shape-of-a-black-cat [Accessed 20 March 2025].

e Science Museum Group. Amulet, hand of King Edward. A79870. Science Museum Group Collection Online. [Online] Available at:
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103760/amulet-hand-of-king-edward [Accessed 20 March 2025].

e Science Museum Group. Bronchitis amulet. A630905. Science Museum Group Collection Online. [Online] Available at:
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co106476/bronchitis-amulet [Accessed 31 March 2025].

e Science Museum Group. Shamrock amulet. A665550. Science Museum Group Collection Online. [Online] Available at:
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103755/shamrock-amulet [Accessed 31 March 2025].

e Science Museum Group. Shell fragment used as an amulet, Germany, 1910-1914. A79904. Science Museum Group Collection Online. [Online] Available at:
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103771/shell-fragment-used-as-an-amulet-germany-1910-1914 [Accessed 20 March 2025].

e Science Museum Group. Woollen doll amulet. A79996. Science Museum Group Collection Online. [Online] Available at:
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103800/woollen-doll-amulet [Accessed 20 March 2025].

e Science Museum Group Journal (2021) A history of amulets. [Online] Available at: https://journal.sciencemuseum.ac.uk/article/history-of-amulets/#abstract
[Accessed 01 April 2025].



https://www.eframserashriar.com/post/the-magical-amulets-of-edward-lovett
https://www.eframserashriar.com/post/the-magical-amulets-of-edward-lovett
https://www.museumnext.com/article/why-do-stories-matter-to-museums-and-how-can-museums-become-better-storytellers/
https://www.museumnext.com/article/why-we-need-museums-now-more-than-ever/
https://www.museumnext.com/article/why-we-need-museums-now-more-than-ever/
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103761/amulet-brooch-in-the-shape-of-a-black-cat
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103760/amulet-hand-of-king-edward
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co106476/bronchitis-amulet
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103755/shamrock-amulet
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103771/shell-fragment-used-as-an-amulet-germany-1910-1914
https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co103800/woollen-doll-amulet
https://journal.sciencemuseum.ac.uk/article/history-of-amulets/#abstract

